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Thus ſaith the LORD, Let not the wiſe max glory in his 
wiſdom, neither let the mighty man glery in his might, let | 


But let him that glorieth, glory in this, that he under- 
ſtandeth and knoweth me, that Tam the LORD which 
exerciſe loving kinaneſs, judgment, and righteouſneſs in the 
earth: Joris theſe things I delight, ſaith the LORD. 
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JEREMIAH IX. 23, 244 
Thus ſaith the Lord, Let not the wiſe Man glory in 
wiſdom, neither let the mighty Man glory in his 
might, let not the rich Man glory in his riches; 
But let him that glorieth, glory in this, that he un- 
derſtandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord 
which exerciſe loving kindneſs, judgment, and 
rwhteouſneſs in the earth: for in theſe things 1 
delight, ſaith the Lord, | 


— HE repeated Inſtinces of the Divine Goodneſs in 
giving ſuch ſignal Succeſſes to our Forces rhe laſk 
ampaign; loudly call for a Tribute of Praiſe 
which this Day by the Appointment of the Govern- 

ment we are Aſſembled to render to him. 

The merciful Adminiſtiations of Providence have much ex- 
ceeded our deſerts, in ſome meaſure have o'reflown our expeQGae 
tions. Our Succeſſes have been great, although our Demeanour - 
has had a large mixture of Ingratitude. GOD has ſhewn us 
Mercy when he might have written bitter things againſt us. 

Such favourable Diſpenſations have a Voice in them, and 'tis 
the Duty of every one that ſhares therein, to enquire what it is, 
that they may not be wanting in their returns to the Author 
and Donor of them, We we are not left to content ourſelves 
with Twilight ConjeCtures about our Duty. Every one that 
acknowledges a Providence, muſt believe himſelf obliged to aſ- 
cribe the Glory of our Succeſſes unto GO D. When we re» 
fle& upon our large Succeſſes the laſt Year, methinks the Pro- 
vadence of G OD thus beſpeaks us: © I have by my power- 
* ful Arm crown'd your Attempts with Succeſs ; I have put 
* your Enemies to flight, and have given you the Viſtory ; be 
© not ſo diſingenuous and ingrateful as to forget my engaging 
* Goodneſs. Behold my Almighty Arm, and aſcxibe not your 
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&« Succeſſes to your prudent Conduct, ſingular Valour, or large 
« Magazines, but give the Glory to me who may juſtly claim 
« it; for I exerciſe Loving-kindneſs in giving you the Victory 
% over your Enemies; Judgment upon them, putting them to 
«< Confuſion ; Righteouſneſs in defending your Cauſe: I de- 


light in theſe things. 


If our Hearts were truly affected under a Senſe of GO D's 


_ Goodneſs and Mercy, we ſhould be furniſhed with a Syſtem 
of moſt excellent Arguments to excite us to the ny of Praiſe 
and N and ſhould chearfully give unto t 


e LORD 
that Glory, which without Sacrilege we cannot withold or 


give to another. But tho' we profeſs to believe that all things 
are under the Conduct of Infinite Wiſdom, that he is the Au- 


thor of all our Mercies, we are apt to look too much upon Se- 


cond Cauſes, and when Succeſs is acquired, give that to the In- 
ſtruments which is due to GOD alone. To prevent this, I 
know no properer Antidote than a ſerious Conſideration of 


theſe words deliver'd by the Prophet, which I have made choiſe 


of to inſiſt upon. Thus ſaith the Lord, Let not the wiſe Man glory 


in his Wiſdom, &c. | 


This Prophet having received a Commiſſion from the LORD 
to denounce ſore and heavy Judgments againſt the Jews, in 
the preceeding Verſes, he threatens them with ruin if they 
continued in their Diſobedience: But they diſregarded him, 
and pleas d emſelves with the hopes of Impunity, becauſe of 
their Policy, Strength, and Riches. To check their carnal Con- 
fidence, He delivers this awakening Meſſage, telling them ' twas 
vain for them to truſt in their Wiſdom, usch, and Riches, 
that theſe ſhould not deliver them. 

It will not much vary the Senſe if (with ſome Commentators) 
we look upon theſe words as having no ſtri& connexion with -' 
the preceeding Verſes. The deſign of the Text is to ſhew how 
hazardous and unſafe it is to truſt in Wiſdom, Strength, or 
Riches. And if we muſt not confide in 'em. There is a parity 


of Reaſon why we muſt not aſcribe our Succeſs to, and glory 


in them. 


I will not any longer detain you with what is only ꝓrefato- 
ry to that which I deſign from the words, which ſhall be | 


I. To demonſtrate, That it is wain and even irrational to glory in ; 
our Wiſdom, Strength, and Treaſure, and look upon our © 
Succeſſes intirely owing to theſe. ; 


zn Vim. 


Secondly. II. „ a knowledge of GOD will afford us jaſt rea ſon to Glory H 


III Hun 
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III. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew how he exrciſes his Loving Kind- Thirdly. 
neſs, Judgment and Righteouſneſs ; and how we muſt glo- 
ry under the manifeſtation thereof. The Text would furniſh | 

me with other Heads of Diſcourſe which Time wont al- — 4 
low me to take Notice of. I ſhall 


| 


I. Endeavour to demonſtrate, That it is vain and even irra- Firſt. 
tional to glory in Wiſdom, Strength, or Riches, and look upon 
our Succelles entirely owing to theſe. 
That the Folly of ſuch as glory in them may be clearly ex- 
pos'd, I ſhall ſpeak to them diſtinctly. And „ | 
I. Shew how vain it is to glory in Wiſdom. When it has 
ſuch things for its Objects as are truly valuable, it mult be re- 
ckon'd one of the moſt noble perfections of Human Nature. | 
The Wiſe Man calls it the principal thing which we ſhould ſtu- | 
dy to acquire. That Wiſdom which conſiſts in the knowledge Prov. 47 
of the Arts and Sciences is Uſeful and Commendable, but not 
a proper Attainment to glory in. If any Perſons were able to 
ſolve all the Phænomena of Nature, knew the Uſe and Excel- 
lencies of all the minute Parts in the Creation, they would act 
prepoſterouſly if they glory'd in ſuch Attainments. But how 
apt are they that are furniſhed with any ſmatterings of Know- | 
| ledge to over-value themſelves, and contemn all they judge in- | 
feriour to 'em in Wiſdom, forgetting who it is that makes 
them to differ, and that they have not any thing bus what they | 
received, which ſhould exclude boaſting, if the Apoſtle who [ 
was guided by an Infallible Teacher, make a genuine Concluſi- | 
on. He that has the largeſt ſhare of Prudence, if he boaſt of it, 
gives an infallibe ſign that there is a large mixture of Folly. 
The Knowledge of the moſt Intelligent Perſon is ſo imperfect, 
that if upon a ſerious enquiry into his Knowledge, he paſſes an 
impartial Judgment upon himſclf, he'll conclude that he is ig- I 
norant of many things, and will be ſo far from extolling his | 
Wiſdom, that he will ingenuouſly confeſs he has reaſon to be | 
humble; but this is difficult; for as an Ingenious worthy Au- | 
4 thor ſays, I we will believe every Man's Judgment of himſelf, Bp. Stil 
| Knowledge is more equally x ane amongſt Men than any thing ligfleet. l 
elſe, for every one thinks himſelf furniſhed with a competent Stock, and | 
* believes whatever others excel him in they are not ſuperior in that. | 
—_ This is evident, in that Perſons will bear a Reflection up- I 
on any thing more calmly than their Intellects, when different j 
degrees of Knowledge are very manifeſt. But alas, how imper=» \' 
ory fect are the beſt of them, when compared with the pure Rays 
: of Divine Wiſdom and Knowledge! To draw a Compariſon is 
J the way to leſſen the diſtance, being as great as betwixt finite | 
all © and infinite, Suppoſe a Perſon with the moſt intenſe applica- | 
; a tion | 
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tion of his Mind to the queſt of Knowledge, ſhould arrive at a 


more excellent ſtature, his Wiſdom after all is ſo imperfe& that 


he has no reaſon to glory in it. I have read of one that boaſted 
of three things which he ſaid he ſhould never be deprived of: 
One was, his Knowledge and Learning, which from that inſtant 
began to wither ; his exquiſite Parts were in a ſhort ſpace ſo con- 


fus'd, that he could not think or ſpeak pertinently to any concern. 


Some Perſons may judge an united Wiſdom more ſecure, 
and that in the multitude of Counſel there is ſo much ſafety, 
that all fears of danger may juſtly be removed, and without 
fear they may confide in this. Would opportunity ſerve, I 
might ſhew how many deep laid Projects have been fruſtrated, 
how often ſuch as thought 'emſelves the greateſt Politicians 
have ſeen all their Contrivances ineffectual. And bleſſed be 
GOD that has ſhewn them they are but Men, Some ſudden 
and ſurprizing turns of Providence have given full proof of the 
Fallibility of Human Judgments, and our Affairs have ſucceed- 
ed well in a way we had not contrived, But ſuppoſe that Mat- 
ters fall exactly in the Line we fram'd in our 3 and 
all our Counſels be ſucceeded with Victory, tis vain to glory 
in this, becauſe Wiſdom is his Gift, and his kind i 
raiſes up ſuch adequate and worthy Inſtruments: So when we 
glory in this, and negle& to look higher, we take the moſt ef- 
fectual method to provoke GO D, and cauſe him to blaſt our 


Endeavours. He may ſay with a juſt 7 againſt ſuch 


prepoſterous actings; I will d:ftroy the Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and 
will bring to nothing the underſtanding of the prudent. Let not the 
Wiſe Man glory in his Wiſdom, for his Counſels are but fooliſhneſs, 
if the Almighty retolve to diſappoint them, when he lays, It ſhad 


not ſtand, neither ſhall it come to paſs: In vain do they employ 


= 
1. 29. 20. 


Th 


themſelves in laying deep Counſels and Deſigns, and he that 


takes the Wiſe in their own craftineſs, can with a word alfo 


conſume their Strength: Which leads me to ſhew 

2. How vain it is to glory in Strength or Power. But how 
natural is it for Perſons to boaſt of this, as tho' they were a 
match for Omnipotency, and could not be foil'd by his power- 
ful Arm; they judge it one of the moſt noble Perfections of 
Humane Nature, and glory in it as if it were invincible, and 
what they had the moſt ſecure Title to. How often has a 
Neighbouring Prince (that would willingly ſwallow up all the 


Kingdoms around him to make himſelf an Univerſal Monarch) 


boaſted of his Invincible Power? But Glory be to G OD that 


has given a Check to his Fury and Ambition: We hope for the 


time when the Terrible one ſhall be brought to nought, the Scarner 
conſumed, and they that watch for Iniquity be cut off. Let us not 
glory in our Strength, and aſcribe our ViQories to that. Our 
ower may by a Thouſand accidents bs chang'd into 3 
ON 
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ſelf! Life is but a Vapour ; What then is the Strength and 
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How often have we ſeen a hale robuſt Conſtitution quickly 
made an Hoſpital of Crazes and Diſtempers, and he that a 
few days ago glory'd in his Strength become a burden to him- 


Power of it which ſometimes takes its leave before the Glaſs 
be half run ? The malignant Influences of the Air bring it to 
a decay as eaſily as the Spring Froſts cut off the budding | 
hopes of a large Encreaſe : And he that takes away thus ſud- | 


denly the Vigour of one Individual, can as eaſily do it from a - 0 


Million, ſince our Breath is in his Hands. Suppoſe we could Job 12.10. 
enjoy as great a meaſure of Strength as we can wiſh for, and | 

had it ſecured by the firmeſt Title for a Hundred Years, it 
would be Folly to glory in it, becauſe we muſt yield at laſt to 
that pale Conqueror Death; And what would it avail a Perſon 
to have his Duſt lie under this Inſcription? Here was In- 
terr'd a Perſon of ſingular Valour. The united Power of an 
Army is not more ſufficient to ſupport us from being guilty of 
Folly, if we glory in it. This is not exempted from the many 
Accidents which may caſt a damp upon the moſt brave Hero- 
ick Spirits. Holy David ſays, It is vain to put confidence in Princes. 
Men of the greateſt Courage may on a ſudden be fo diſanimated, 
that an inconſiderable number may put them to flight. I need | 
not refer you to any other Inſtances than the late Glorious Re- 


volution, which gave a Convincing Proof of the Truth of that _ i 
Saying of the Wiſe Man, Thot the Bartel is not to the ſtrong. We Eccleſ. q. 


have remarkable Inſtances that bear a later date, wherein the 11. | 
Divine Power and Goodneſs were wonderfully diſplay'd; We | 
thankfully acknowledge his Mercy, and ſtil] put our Confidence 


in him. ror through God we ſhall do waliantly: he it is that ſhall Pſ. 60. 12, 


tread down our Enemies. If their Strength were much ſuperior 


| ; 
we need not be dejected, We will wait upon his Strength who Plal.59. 9˙ 


is our Defence; for this ſhall be a ſure and conſtant Safeguard, 

Truſt ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH is Iſa. 26. 
Everlaſting Strength. And as it is Vain and Irrational to Glory 

in Wiſdom or Strength, It is altogether as inexcuſable. 

3. To glory in our Riches or Treaſures. Wealth is an Idol 

which the generality of Perſons are apt to glory in , forgetting, 

That ſuch as the Providence of G O D has made Stewards of a - 
large portion of the Earth, muſt be accountable for it. Con- 1 
trary to this, many aQ as if it gave them a Right to contemn | 
all ſuch as are their Inferiours in Eſtate, and brow- beat thoſe 4 
that are not entruſted with ſuch large Poſſeſſions. 
The eager and too frequently unlawful Defires of being rich | 
prove, how much Perſons overvalue theſe things, and how 
prone they are to glory in them. They conſume their Days 
and Strength as if the felicity of Life conſiſted only in a large | 
and fair Eſtate, which if they are fo proſperous to acquire, tho' | 


| they 
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they be Men of the moſt ſordid Minds, and enjoy as little of it 
as thoſe that at a diſtance behold their Folly, they think em- 
ſelves the only happy Men, and willingly part with the reverſi- 
on ofa glorious Inheritance for what they never reap any meaſure 
of Satisfaction from: Or if they uſe their Poſſeſſions after a more 
generous manner, and take a moderate draught of Pleaſure from 
theſe Streams, it muſt appear to be egregious Folly to glory in 


them, to any Man that ſo far makes uſe of his Reaſon as imparti- 


ly to meditate upon the Vanity and Inconſtancy thereof. He 
4 has the largeſt Poſſeſſions may in a little Space by a Thou- 


ſand Accidents be deprived of all: The Adminiſtrations of Pro- 


vidence are attended with various Viciſſitudes. How many have 


on a ſudden been rais'd to a very proſperous State, when the 


next Scene has been fill'd with various Calamities ; ſometimes 
loaded with Honour, anon in the mire of Diſgrace: Few but 


have ſome experience of the mutable State of preſent Enioy. 


ments. Let us not glory in what is fo inconſtant ; frequently 
whilſt we are doting upon them they dye and wither in our 


Hands. Set not thine heart upon that which it not; for Riches make 


themſelves wings and fly #s an Eagle towards Heaven. Why ſhould 
we be ſo exceſſively fond of them, or place ſo much confidence 
in 'em; for being ſo tranſitory, it's probable, they may fail us 
when we rely moſt upon them, or ſtand in moſt need of their 


_ aſſiſtance. 


Neither is it a ſufficient excuſe for our Folly, to glory in the 
united Riches and Treaſures of a Nation; we have no Leaſe 
of them, they are entirely dependent upon the Sovereign Plea- 
ſure of their Donour. To place our confidence in gold, or to fa 
to the fine gold, Thou art our hope, is an Indignity of the higheſt 
rank caſt upon our Maker, and juſtly provokes him to deprive 


us of all. Let's thankfully adore him for our Treaſure, and if 
we find any ſignal Advantages attending it (as there certain- 


ly are) it's our ny to give unto the Lord the Glory due unto his 
Name. Let us eye his Hand in all our Mercies, and endeavour 
to learn ſomething of GOD in theſe Merciful Adminiſtrations 
of Providence; the more we lee of his Arm, the more thank- 
ful ſhall we be. Which leads me to a ſecond Head, 

That a Knowledge of GOD, will afford us juſt reaſon to glo- 
ry in him. But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he underſtand- 


7 36 Puates. e the 


1 n 


eth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord. The Prophet makes uſe of j 
two Words to expreſs the ſame thing, denoting the neceſſity of 


a Knowledge of GOD, which muſt nor be a meer ſpeculative 


Knowledge, or a conſent to this Truth, That there is a GOD; 


but a Knowledge of his Nature and Perfections. That he is the 
Univerſal Sovereign, who diſpoſes of all Events according to 
the Counſel of his own Will; that he ſuperintends all Affairs, 
and dire&s them to ſuch wiſe and good Ends as his Inftnite 
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Wiſdom ſees moſt convenient ; and that his Power is ſuch ag 


none can reſiſt. Such a Knowledge of him as this, will con- 
vince us how reaſonable it is we ſhould put our Truſt in 


him. And he that thus underſtands him will certainly do it: 
It will beget ſuitable Affections and Diſpoſitions of Mind, and 


teach us to give unto the Lord the Glory that is his due: It will 
raiſe a holy Fear and Reverence to him; And a conſideration of 


his Goodneſs to us, will tend to excite us to a regular diſchar 
of the Duty of Praiſe and Thankſgiving. But 


And | 


A knowledge of his All-ſufficiency, will convince us, That tis. 
neceſſary to own our Dependance upon him, and give him the 
Glory of all our Mercies. By his All- powerful Fat, He brought 


this World into Being; the continuance of his Power and 


| Goodneſs, ſupports that Order and Harmony which is in the 
hen he ſpeaks the Word, it ſhall certainly come 


Creation: 


to paſs; and Humane Power is not able to make the leaſt reſi- 
ſtance. The weakneſs of God is ſtronger than Men. What his Wiſe 


dom ſees neceſſary and convenient, his Power can immediately 25. 


effect. He is Infinite in all his Perfections; contains in him. 
{elf whatever is Good, Lovely or Excellent, all ehat is requiſite 
to the compleating of a moſt Sovereign Perfect Being. He is 
not confin'd in any Place (with reverence be it ſpoken) ſo as to 
be render'd incapable of regarding the Neceſſities of ſuch as are 
at a diſtance from it; neither does the imparting of his Favour 


to any Perſon exhauſt his Fulneſs, ſo as to cut off the Hopes of . 


another from taſting the Fruits of his Loving-kindneſs; He is 


a Sun and a Shield, as diffuſive of his Goodneſs as the Sun is of 


its Light; He will not with-hold what is good from them that 


Wait upon him; He has both Wiſdom to contrive, and Power 


to effect the Happineſs of his Servants; and ſo far as He fees 


? convenient, to defend them from all 
The choice which David made upon ſuch Conſiderations as theſe 
is the moſt reaſonable and advantagious, whom have I in Heaven 
but thee? and there is none upon Egrth, that I deſire beſides thee, God 


3 * 
2s 
* 


reſent Moleſtations. 


the ſtrength ef my Heart, and my Portion for ever. We may have, 


| if we make our ſmcere Applications to him, the like Intereſt in 
* him; He is the ſame, and changes not. He can as eaſily cruſh 
to pieces the Enemies of his Church now, as he did in former 
Ages; his Ear is not heavy that he cannot hear, neither i; his Arm 
* ſhorrned that he cannot ſave. For, 
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3 
ſhall ſpeak Sf 
this more particularly, and ſhew how a Knowledge of the Di-. 


vine Perfections, will give us juſt reaſon to glory in GO D- 
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His Power is Infinite: The conſideration whereof, will af. 


ford us juſt reaſon to glory in him; He does as he pleaſes to the In- 
! halbitants of the Earth; if thou ſpeak of Strength, he is ſtrong : he 17.—19. 
' leaderh Ceunſellours aa ſpoiled, and ma leth the Judges Fools ; be h 
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leadeth Princes away ſpoiled, and woerthroweth the mighty, He 


that knows and underſtands ſuch a Being, will confide and glo- 
ry in him. If he be our Defence, we may laugh at the Mena- 
ces of our proud and haughty Foes ; but need not be diſcouraged 
at their Boaſting. Thar experience which late Years has fur- 
niſhed us with, may raiſe in our Minds a lively ſenſe of GOD's 
Omnipotency, and engage us {till to depend upon him. How 


has He diſappointed the Counſels, and laid waſte the horrid 
malicious Deſigns of our Enemies. If we turn back to the laſt 
Spring, it preſents to our view a deep laid Project to create in- 
teſtine Wars and Animoſities by ſending a Pretender to invade 


our Rights and Privileges, and promote the Intereſt of France. 


Whatever favourable T 1 ſome might have of it, how far 
they might be deceived by ſpecious Pretences, certainly every 


loyal Subject that has the leaſt concern for the true Intereſt of 


the Nation, needs no Arguments to perſuade him, that the Ci- 


vil and Religious Liberties of Great Britain were directly ſtruck 


at. He was encouraged to do this by ſome diſafected malevo- 
lent perſons within us which heightn'd the danger. Pl borrow 
be Ba of an ingenious Author upon this Subject, That 


© Loſs as almoſt the routing of the moſt flouriſhing part of his 
«© Army, would never hate attempted to ſend that Tool, the 


© Pretender, without large Encouragement from ſome conſider- 


* able Number here at home; tis inconſiſtent with the Practi- 
c ces of ſuch an Old Politician. How wonderful was the Good. 


neſs of GOD in diſappointing the Project! The Mercy was 


more ſignal than the generality of Perſons imagine; This was 
the LOR D's doing, and a lively affectionate ſenſe of his Love 
ought to be firmly engraven upon the Minds of every zealous 


Proteſtant. I eſteem'd the Mercy to be ſuch, as this Day de- 


ſerv'd a recognition. Let him have the Praiſes, who diſcover- 
ed and diſappointed the Deſigns of our Enemies. Alfo, 

A knowledge of his Omniſciency, affords us juſt reaſon to 
N He being the Author of all Things, may rea- 


Almighty to perfection; yet may juſtly conclude, that it is | 
and from it deduce ſuch Truths as will be advantagious. He is 


_ acquainted with all our Exigencies, and knows how to afford us 


ſuitable Supplies. He ſees all the Deſigns that (his and) the 
Church's Enemies do lay againſt it, and knows when to intere 
poſe his Aſſiſtance ſo as to diſplay his Goodneſs, and make the 

eliverance truly acceptable. He ſees the Counſels of wiek. 


end Politicians, and knows how to deliver them that are his. 1. 
Ter ws with a gracfol ſenſe of his Gopdnels for bab Mercier, 
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nably be ſuppoſed to have a full and perfect knowledge of ; 
their Natures: We can't form exact Ideas of the pure Rays of 
Divine Knowlege and Wiſdom, becauſe we cannot find out the 


To 
+ 


pur. | 


1 


How did he deal with Iſrael of old, when they provoked him 
with their ſtrange Gods? He was angry with them, and yet wooes 
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FO 


put up our Requeſts with Fervency and Humility for the conti- 
nuance of his Aſſiſtance; his Knowledge is Infinite, and there- 
Tots ſhould we look unto him. Let us ſtudy to know and un- 


derſtand the LORD; then ſhall we confide in him, and give 
him that Praiſe which he juſtly claims at our Hands. Which 


1 


leads me to the 


Third and loſt Thing, I propoſed to ſpeak to; vix. How GOD 


exerciſes his Lee ee, Judgment and Righteouſneſs; and 
how we muſt glory under the manifeſtation thereof. 


In the Sacred Volumes, how often has he declared himſelf 


4 ng ſuffering, abundant in Goodneſs and Loving-kindneſs! Mercy 
IS 


is darling Attribute: He takes a 8 Pleaſure in the 
manifeſtation of that to the Children of Men, and Judgment is 


bis ſtrange Work. When the Crimes of a People call for Judg- 
ments, what various Methods does he take to reclaim em be- 
fore he inflicts the Puniſhment; and when their Sins dare him 
to puniſh em and force him (if I may fo ſpeak) to vindicate his 


own Honour, how does he expoſtulate the caſe with em, 14h 
ſhould ye be ſtricken any more? return nuto me, and I will heal you. 


and intreats em to return unto him, promiſes to blot out their 
Tranſereſſions, and ſhew his Loving-kindneſs to them. After- 
ages may furniſh us with remarkable Inſtances of Goodneſs and 
Mercy, without being at the trouble of turning over our ancj- 
ent hiſtorical Accounts. We have ſeen G OD exerciſing his 
Loving-kindneſs, and ourſelves have been ſharers in the Mercy. 
L need not turn back any further than the laſt Year, to give you 
a Scheme of the Divine Goodneſs and Mercy, where you ma 


ſee ſuch lively Inſtances of it as will fully confirm this Truth, 


That the LORD delights to exerciſe Loving-kindneſs, Judg- 
ment, and Righteouſneſs in the Earth. And here I may not omit 


that Mercy for which a Day of Thankſgiving was by Authority 


q appointed, viz. The Victory obtain'd over the French near Au- 
dienarde; where our valiant Commanders and Soldiers aQed 


with almoſt an unparallel'd N and Magnanimity, every 


: way becoming Perſons that had a 
: of Britain, and knew how to Tet a value upon irs Rights and 
| Privileges : When they had diſpers'd the Army, they did not 
neglect to improve the Victory; but with Vigour and Re- 
ſiolution purſued the diſanimated Foes until the nocturnal 
Shades beat a Parley for em, and invited theſe Martial Spirits 
to regard themſelves, and not ſo long to ſhew their Courage and 
Reſolution as at once to cut off the Hopes of their future Ser- 
vice. Sugh worthy Inſtruments in the Almighty's Hand de- 
ſerve their dye Praiſes, and grateful SEO from every loyal 
N : 


ſt concern for the Intereſt 


Sub- 


I. 
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f Subject: How baſe and diſingenuous is it for Perſons to reflect 
upon ſuch Worthies, who for the good of their Country expoſe 
themſelves to ſo many Hardihips and Dangers. Bleſſed be 


G OD that has rais'd up Perſons of ſuch ſingular Prudence and 


Valour, to Check the Pride and Ambition of our Foes ; and 


Glory be to him who crowns their Attempts with Succeſs. 


This was ſeconded with a great Undertaking, The laying 
Siege againſt Liſſe, a Place fo ſtrongly fortified as to be ſtiled in- 
wincible, by thoſe that place their Confidence in regular Troops, 


large Treuſures, ſtrong Walls, and the like. We found 


the Difficulties greater than we expected; it was thought by 
ſome it would be in our Hands within twelve or fourteen Days 
after the opening of the Trenches; but ſuch Perſons forgot 
that it coſt the King of Frante much more, when the Fortifica- 
tions were not ſo regular; The Place being of ſo great Conſe- 
. quence, we might be confident they would defend it with the 
utmoſt reſolution and vigour, which muſt be acknowledged 


they did. How reſolute and couragious were theſe Martial Spi- 
rits when engag' d in ſo tedious a piece of Service, as this Siege? 
The long continuance did not ſeem to diſanimate, but rather 
encreas'd their Magnanimity. e e EE 

The Vigilancy and prudent Conduct of thoſe that were 


Guards to the Convoy (upon which the ſucceſs of the Siege de- 

nded) is worthy of our notice, particularly, that honourable 
and worthy Action of Major General Vebb, when our Convoy _ 
from the Confederate Army was attack'd by Count La Mothe, 
he demonſtrated his Prudence and Valour, in putting a ſtop to 
their Paſſage whilſt the Waggons were gone, and he drew up 


his Troops in order of Battle to engage the Enemy, where the 


Freuch, with a conſiderable Loſs, were put to flight; and the 
Convoy arriv'd ſafe at the Camp, which gave a good ſtep to- 
wards the taking of the Town, and the Cittadel was ſome time 
after delivered into the Hands of the Beſiegers : This was a ſignal ' 
Inſtance of the Divine Goodneſs, for which we ſhould be truly 


rateful. | 


I cannot paſs over in ſilence the reducing of Ghent and Brages, | 
thro' Treachery delivered up unto our Enemies in the beginning 
of this Glorious Campaign. Here our great and valiant Com- 
mander, the Duke of Marlborough, again fignalized his Zeal and 
| Concern for the good of his Country, in undertaking this after 


ſo long and tedious a Campaign. That Noble Prince whoſe ' 
Courage is fignal, and whoſe Attempts have frequently been 
ſucceſsſul, Prince Eugene, has ated a part for which he deſerves : 
a grateful Return: The Divine Providence ſhewed a ſingular 
care to him in alleviating that ſtroke by a Musket-buller which 


Nightly wounded his Head without great damage, There are 


other Succeſſos ' worthy of our notice, which I may not take a | 
View 1 
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view of, leſt the length ſhould render me tedious, The taking of 


Por: Mohun, was a Mercy which we ſhould be grateful for, hope- 
ing it may be advantagious to us. In a word, our Succeſſes 
the laſt Year were ſignal, and we are obliged to be thankful ; 
GO D has manifeſted his Loving-kindneſs to us, ſhewn his 
Judgment upon our Enemies; they are much diſ- animated, ag 
appear'd by their quitting their Lines by the Scheld, when we 
rais'd' the Siege againſt Bruſſels, we hope the LORD is on our 


Side, our Cauſe is juſt and good, ſuch as we may reaſonably 


hope for a Bleſſing upon, if our, Impieties intercept it not. 
But when we conſider what Returns we have made for former 


Mercies, our Ingratirude gives us too great reaſon to fear 


G OD may deny the continuance of his Favour and Goodneſs 
to us; For inſtead of keeping up a lively ſenſe of his Loving- 
kindneſs, we have buried our Mercies in Oblivion, and by our 
groſs Immoralities affronted the Author of our Bleſſings. Eve- 
'y publick Mercy calls for Reformation ; had our progreſs in 

at kept pace with our Mercies, Immorality by this time 
would have loſt the Advantage of having ſo large a number 
of Preſidents; whereas (with grief I may ſpeak) inſtead of 
loſing, it has gain'd ground, and there is too great probability 
will maintain it, whilſt it has ſo firm a Support as the Example 
of Perſons of Dignity, and ſuch to countenance it, by negle- 
Qing to put in excecution the excellent Laws that are made a- 

ainſt it. Whilſt Prophaneneſs continues to be ſo rampant,we do 
Fon flatter ourſelves when we talk of our Safety. Sin is the de. 
ſtruction of a People, and in the ordinary Courſe of Providence 
brings Puniſhment ; this we ſee verified towards the Jewiſh Na- 
tion, tho' they were a peculiar People of GO D, and highly 
bleſſed; yet for their Iniquities were ſeverely puniſhed, and at 
laſt deſtroyed. I might bring in various Inſtances from Pro. 
phane Hiſtory, to ſhew how many Nations were deſtroyed for 
their Sins; I wiſh, we may not too clearly be charged with 


Pride, Luxury, &c. and that the Forbearance and Long-ſuffer- 


ing of GON may lead us to Repentance : We have had various 
Inſtances of his Loving-kindneſs. 

Before I conclude this Head, I ſhall briefly ſhew what is our 
Duty ; how we muſt give Glory to G OD. 

Our Returns of Gratitude too frequently ſink into Formality ; 
our Days of Thankſgiving are commonly filld up with large 
Harrangues of our Policy, Strength and Riches ; and uncom- 
mon liberty taken for Perſons to indulge themſelves in Intem- 
perance; as if Gratitude only conſiſted in a cheerful Air, and 
pleaſant Diſcourſes about our Vittories, and drinking briskly 
to the Succeſs (as they term it) of the next Campaign. To ex- 
preſs our Joy and Thankfulneſs by external S:gns is very con- 
venient, if we do not pretezmit what 1s the proper Work of the 


Day; which ſhould be, | 1. To 
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I. To ſtudy to ſee the Hand of GOD. in our Mercies, 
and aſcribe the Glory unto him: All Affairs are under the Con- 
duct of his Infinite Wiſdom, he diſpoſes of all Events as ſhall 
be moſt conducive to the promoting of his own Honour and 
Glory: Sometimes his Proceedings are Extraordinary, and Sig- 
nal Deliverances are effected. in a Method contrary to our ex- 
ectations. We can't then aſcribe them to any other than his 
ind Providence ; and when they are viſibly wrought by the 


mediation of Second Cauſes, it is our Duty ſtill to give GOD 


the Glory, becauſe he raiſes up proper Inſtruments for the 
effefting what. he has Pre-determined, We have Prudent and 
Valiant Commanders that highly deſerve our returns of Grati- 
tude. To be confident we ſhall be ſucceſsful, becauſe this or the 


other brave General has the Super-intendency is very prepoſte- 
rous, and we take a proper Method to meet with a Diſaꝑpoint- 


nent. It has been obſerved by ſome, that when we have been 
che moſt confident our Succeſs has fall'n much ſhort of our 


0 ength will I ſing: for God is my defence, and the God of my 
oF; e deny 110 ſtance, we ſhall quickly be 3 
our Strength is but Weakneſs. Holy David had a lively ſenſe 
of this, when he breaks out into that pious Exultation, I have 
purſued mine Enemies, and deſtroyed them: and turned not again un- 
till I had conſumed them. And I have conſumed them, and wounded 
them, that they could not ariſe: yea, they are fallen under my feet. For 


thou haſt girded me with ſtrength to Battel: them that. roſe up againſt 


me, haſt thou ſubdued under me, &C. 


2. We muſt endeavour to have our Hearts fill'd with a Joy 


and Chearfulneſs anſwerable to our Mercies. The Parable of 


the Ten Leyers is too lively a Draught of Mankind ; there 
was but One that return'd to give Thanks to GOD for that 
ſignal Mercy. And how few that rightly perform that excel- 
lent Duty of Praiſe and Thankſgiving? hen we are expos'd 
to Danger, we importunately ſeek to be delivered; but when 
the Mercy is obtain'd , the ſenſe of it is quickly gone, and 


too frequently we look no higher than the Inſtruments b 
which 'tis convey'd to us. A Tribute of Praiſe is that which 
he expects; let us ſtudy to have our Minds rightly affected 


under a ſenſe of his diſtinguiſhing Goodnefs, and expreſs our 
Gratitude after a lively, decent manner. # 


3. Let us Study to be ſo affected under a Senſe of GOD's 
Mercy and Loving-kindneſs, as that it may have this good ef- 
fe& upon us to lead us, to true Repentance I" 
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Expectations. It is GOD that fights. our Battels for us, and 
8 ſhould he have the Glory of our Victories. Unte thee, 
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- we 


This will be the beſt improvetnent we can make of our Mer. 


give Glory to GOD. We may now thus reaſon with our 
L 


ves; GOD has W of his Love after a ſignal 
and indearing manner ; What Returns ſhall we make to the 
Almighty? We muſt be very ingrateful, and guilty of the 
moſt diſingenuous Demeanour, if we live in the open or ſecret 
violation of his Law. The National Sins committed after the 
receipt of ſuch Publick Mercies are of a Crimſon Dye. Let 
us all endeavour in our reſpective Stations to give [ 

G OD, by endeavouring to ſtop the Current of 
lowing it in ourſelves, -and as far as we ma 


iſcoun 


it in others. When the Goodneſs of GO engages us to 2 


more holy and exact walking, we may comfort 


ab] 
the continuance of his Mercies. And | 


Y hope for 


4. The Mercies we have received ſhould en age. us ſtill to 


put our Truſt and Confidence in him; He is always a proper 
Object for us to repoſe our Confidence in, becauſe Immutable, 
but eſpecially when we have had ſuch large experience of his 


h s fre- 
quently deliver'd us, will if we traſt in him ſtill appear for us, 
ir 


Mercy, we have reaſon to confide in him; He who ha 


and ſhew us his Salvation. Our Foes boaſt of Strength 
and Power, but we'll remember in whoſe Hands they are, and 
humbly invoke his Aſſiſtance. 


The Improvement I ſhall make of what has been delivered 


ſhall be in this Exhortation. 


The Goodneſs and Mercy of G O D has been wonderfully 
diſcover'd to us; that Scripture ſeems to be verify'd to us, 4 


Land which the Lord thy God'hath delighted to dwell in: The eyes of 
the Lord are always * it, from the beginning of the year even unto 
the end of the year. We have had long Experience of the Loving- 
kindneſs of GOD. Our Affairs now have a good Proſpe&; We 
have an Excellent Gracious QUEEN (whom GOD long pre- 


| ſerve) that ſhews aPious Care for the Welfare of the Kingdom ; 


there has been a pleaſant Band of Amity encompaſſing of late 
Years, our Repreſentatives in Parliament, a good accord betwixt 
the QUEEN-and-them ; our Enemies have been often diſap- 
pointed in their Enterpriſes. What is our Duty under the en- 


joyment of ſuch Bleſſings, but to render Thanks to Almighty 


GOD for ſuch unmerited Favours? Be exhorted to call upon 

our Souls to bleſs his Holy Namp, Forget not his Loving- 
cindneſs, but loudly proclaim his Acts of Mercy: Let hir 
that crowns your Years with various Bleſſings have your un- 
feigned Praiſes, Aſcribe not that Glory to another which is due 


fe 


cies, and we cannot in any thing after a more lively manner 


Sin, by dig. 
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to GOD alone. Do not confide in what is unable to relieve 
ou, but put your Truſt in the LORDJEHOVAH; in 
im is Everlaſting Strength, and He it is that ſhall tread down 
our Enemies. Let us fervently: beſeech him to go forth with 
our Hoſts this Spring, and fight our Battels for us. We have. 
ſuch experience of tus Goodneſs as may engage us to conſide 


min him. 7 


* # = I 
f 12 * 


To Conclude, Let us ſtudy to keep * mY ſenſe of his 
Goodneſs and Mercy, for certainly it is highly offenſive to bu - 
ry our Mercies in oblivion, and may juſtly provoke GOD to 
ive us convincing proofs of their Excellency, by inflifting his 
udgments upon us, Ingratitude has often reduced a flouriſh- 
ing People into a calamitous State: Therefore give unto the Lord 
the glory due unte his Name, and let all the People that ſhare in 


his Mercy ſay, Amen. N 
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